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PRE-AP English I SUMMER-READING ASSIGNMENT: 
Dear Students: 
 

Congratulations on your enrollment in Pre-AP English I for the 2016-17 school year. The class includes a summer-reading 

component with required reading and responding. Getting started in the summer provides you with initial preparation for the 

course you will take next year and allows you the flexibility to work on your own schedule and at your own pace.  
 

The summer reading assignment is due the first week of school. The guidelines and requirements are clearly explained below. 
 

English I Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 

This year students will have several novels from which to choose.  The list is as follows:  The Secret Life of Bees by 

Sue Monk Kidd, The Color of Water by James McBride and Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell.   To help you choose, 

there is a short synopsis of each novel on the back of this handout.  There will be many issues for you to contemplate, 

and we look forward to discussing the books with you in September. To begin some of our discussions, we will use the 

work that you create as a springboard to analyzing characters, events, themes, etc. After completing your novel choice, 

you are to complete a Tic-Tac-Toe Activity. It is a good idea to review this assignment before reading the novel. 

During reading keep this assignment in the back of your mind; as you come across events in the novel that would be 

applicable to this assignment, write them down. This will help you avoid a scavenger hunt for elements of the novel 

that you would like to reference.  

TIC-TAC-TOE  
Select and complete three (3) activities vertically or diagonally to make a Tic-Tac-Toe. All written work must be typed, 

Times New Roman, 12 pt., and double-spaced.  

You may complete 1, 4, 7 OR 2, 5, 8 OR 3, 6, 9 OR 1, 5, 9 OR 3, 5, 7.  

You may NOT choose activities in the same row horizontally.  

You may NOT complete 1, 2, 3 OR 4, 5, 6 OR 7, 8, 9.  
1  2  3  

W  

R  

I  

T  

E  

Create a soundtrack of three (3) songs that 

corresponds with themes or characters in 

the novel. Prepare a written explanation 

connecting the lyrics and the book for each 

song. Each explanation should be 1 

paragraph not more than 1 page.  

Write three (3) poems expressing 

views, themes, and modern 

connections to the novel. Poems 

should be 12-20 lines. Write a brief 

explanation (1 paragraph) explaining 

how your poem connects to the novel. 

Create a sequel to your 

book. Write as if you are the 

author and prepare a 

summary preview revealing 

the storyline. This is similar 

to the overview found on the 

back of a book. This should 

be approximately 1 page. 
4  5  6  

C  

R  

E  

A  

T  

E  

A storyboard is like a comic strip. Create a 

storyboard of a scene in your novel. It must 

be at least five (5) squares. It should have 

strong connections between the pictures 

and any captions or dialogue used. 
 

Be the character! Dress up as one of 

the characters in your novel. Submit 

pictures of you as the character with 

captions explaining your outfit and 

what you are doing in the picture. 

These should connect to aspects of 

the novel. 

Re-design your cover! Create a 

cover that includes a new picture, 

a new title and a theme statement 

(i.e. a coming of age novel). Also, 

include the author’s name. 

7  8  9  

S  

P  

E  

A  

K  

Create an ad campaign to sell this book. 

You should include persuasive language 

convincing the audience to buy and read 

this book. It should be 2-3 minutes in 

length. This will be delivered in front of the 

class the first week of school.  

Act out a scene from the novel with a 

partner or two who is also in English 

I-pre-AP. Scripts and props are 

required. It should be 2-3 minutes in 

length. This will be delivered in front 

of the class the first week of school.  

Write a eulogy (a speech in honor 

of a deceased person) for the main 

character as if you were at his 

funeral. It should be 2-3 minutes 

in length. This will be delivered in 

front of the class the first week of 

school  

*Feel free to email one of us should you have any questions: Mary Haney- mhaney@springisd.org 

 
 

Assignment adapted from http://www.bordentown.k12.nj.us/brhs/backpack/Summer%20Reading/08%20letter.pdf 

mailto:mhaney@springisd.org
http://www.bordentown.k12.nj.us/brhs/backpack/Summer%20Reading/08%20letter.pdf
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The Color of Water by James McBride: 

 
Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in 

her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, 

as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's 

Tribute to His White Mother.  

The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride grew up in 

"orchestrated chaos" with his eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. "Mommy," a 

fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep and fire," herded her brood to Manhattan's free cultural 

events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools, demanded good grades, and commanded 

respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—and 
reached thirty before he began to discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain.  

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell: 

In this stunning new book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--

the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-

achievers different? 

 

His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention to where 

they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their 

upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer 

player, why Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band.  

 

Brilliant and entertaining, Outliers is a landmark work that will simultaneously delight and illuminate. 

 

 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd: 
 

In Sue Monk Kidd's The Secret Life of Bees, 14-year-old Lily Owen, neglected by her father and isolated on their 

South Carolina peach farm, spends hours imagining a blissful infancy when she was loved and nurtured by her 

mother, Deborah, whom she barely remembers. These consoling fantasies are her heart's answer to the family 

story that as a child, in unclear circumstances, Lily accidentally shot and killed her mother. All Lily has left of 

Deborah is a strange image of a Black Madonna, with the words "Tiburon, South Carolina" scrawled on the back. 

The search for a mother, and the need to mother oneself, are crucial elements in this well-written coming-of-age 

story set in the early 1960s against a background of racial violence and unrest. When Lily's beloved nanny, 

Rosaleen, manages to insult a group of angry white men on her way to register to vote and has to skip town, Lily 

takes the opportunity to go with her, fleeing to the only place she can think of--Tiburon, South Carolina--

determined to find out more about her dead mother. Although the plot threads are too neatly trimmed, The 

Secret Life of Bees is a carefully crafted novel with an inspired depiction of character. The legend of the Black 

Madonna and the brave, kind, peculiar women who perpetuate Lily's story dominate the second half of the book, 

placing Kidd's debut novel squarely in the honored tradition of the Southern Gothic.  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
I acknowledge that my son or daughter has a summer reading assignment to complete before entering Pre-AP, AP, or 

Dual Credit English next year.  It is understood that the project will be due the first week of school. 

 

Please return this signature page to your teacher during the first week of school. 

Student’s name printed: ____________________________________________________________ 

Grade level for 2016- 2017: __________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


